
Commission Meeting 1 June 7, 2016 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
June 7, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
June 7, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Engineering Manager/Interim General Manager; 
Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, Human 
Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Sally Saxton, Senior 
Accountant/Acting Finance Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Peter 
Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, 
Diane Robertson, Curt Tronsdal, Ed Stauffer, Terri Cook, Travis Walker, Mike Newman.  
District Employees:  Larry Saunders, Cort Wilson, Krista Lewis, Becky Zorn, Mike 
Benton. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the May 24, 2016 
Commission meeting as sent.  The motion passed. 

Approval of Vouchers 
No. 2677 - Voucher Nos. 6390-6436, Payroll Check Nos. 14649-14727 ($404,846.30) 05/31/16 
No. 2678 - Voucher Nos. 6437-6489 ($121,797.55) 06/07/16 
No. 2678 - Amended (Voucher No. 6476 replaced with Voucher Nos. 6490 & 6491) 
Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval Nos. 2677, 
2678 and 2678 Amended as presented.  Commissioner Cook abstained.  The motion 
passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim General Manager Sidhu reported the 
following: 

• The $30,000 land appraisal grant from DOH has been executed and a contract 
with an appraisal firm that responded to the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is 
in the works.  Paperwork for the land purchase loan from DOE is expected in July 
and discussion will take place at that time. 

Attorney Gilbert stated he plans to attend the WA PUD Association (WPUDA) Legal 
Seminar, as it will be in Seattle this year. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 

• Crews have completed the pipe replacement/relocation work in advance of the 
Curtis and Jameson Street Roundabout in Sedro-Woolley. To date the crews have 
replaced 4,900 lineal feet of pipe. This week District crews are completing 
pressure and purity testing on the Cedar Street project in Clear Lake. This project 
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will add 1,050 feet of pipe to the pipe replacement total. Next the crews will move 
to the Front Street project in Clear Lake.  

• Trico Companies has completed the Mann Road LUD #31 project. District a final 
pay estimate has been drafted. The tentative schedule for project closeout is to put 
a final assessment role before the Commission in September, 2016. The project 
replaced 2,300 lineal feet of pipe.  

• Bids were opened for the Division Street Tank and Booster Pump project. The 
average bid was $8,380,000. Staff is evaluating the bids to determine the lowest 
responsible/responsive bidder. A recommendation to award is anticipated at the 
next commission meeting on June 14, 2016. 

• The Josh Wilson Road, Airport to Walker Road and Fiber project is out for bid. 
Bids will be received on June 17, 2016. This project will replace existing 4 and 12 
inch lines with 12 and 18 inch ductile iron pipe. It will also include the installation 
of fiber optic cable and conduit. The improvements will eliminate the need for the 
Bayview Standpipe. 

• The District will receive proposals for the Warehouse project tomorrow, June 8, 
2016. This project will add 95 linear feet of warehouse storage space to house 
inventory that is uncovered in the District’s yard.  

• On May 10, 2016 District Staff and HDR met to kick off the design of the Judy to 
Mount Vernon Transmission Line Phase 2 Project.  

Operations Manager Fox reported the following: 

• Staff met with different consultants regarding HVAC improvements budgeted for 
the office complex. 

• The fire suppression system at the raw water pump station at the WTP is in need 
of replacement. 

• Pump changes/replacements and maintenance that need to be addressed at the 
Skagit River Diversion. 

• Energy management program through the state. 

Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the proposed improvements and 
maintenance. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported the following: 

• He is wrapping up the Consumer Confidence and Water Use Efficiency reports, 
which are due July 1.    

• Tours of the WTP are scheduled on Wednesday for two groups from Centennial 
School and on Thursday for a group from LaVenture Middle School which 
concludes the school year tours and the summer youth program will begin. 
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the water use efficiency goals 
with respect to the Water System Plan and percentage of loss.  Operations 
Manager Fox stated that water loss does not mean leaks, as water used through 
hydrants for fighting fires, training and flushing is considered loss and leaks are 
repaired when they appear.  

Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager Saxton reported that the Annual Financial 
Report was submitted on time.  
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Under Old Business, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik gave a brief update 
concerning the Cross Connection Control Plan and would like to present a draft plan at 
the next meeting.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the plan, including 
interaction with other government agencies, plumbing code requirements, homeowner 
responsibility, costs, and risk management. 

Under Old Business, IT Manager Chrysler presented a computer generated updated 
regarding the Go Live of Cayenta Northstar and Cityworks Project.  His report included 
contract signature dates with Cayenta Northstar (6/30/11) and Cityworks (10/21/13); 
What Does Go Live Mean; Features Gained; Remaining Tasks, and a Thank You to the 
key staff members including Acting Finance Manager Saxton and her team, Community 
Relations Manager Tate, Network Support Specialist Hills, Asset Analyst Ostergaard, 
GIS Coordinator Wilson and everyone else who gave of themselves to successfully 
complete the projects.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the projects and 
Go Live process.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that a lot has happened in 90 days for the 
Go Live and commended staff for their efforts and bringing the project to completion 
inside of five years from when the contracts were signed.  Printed copies of the 
presentation were distributed to the Commission. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a revision to Water Policy 
Manual Section 3 (Metering and Billing Procedures), Section 3.3.4 Final Notice.  
Community Relations Manager Tate explained that the revision extends the final notice 
payment period for customers from five (5) working days to ten (10) calendar days.  The 
new system automatically calculates the payment date based on calendar days and the old 
system required manual adjustment. He stated with the new system the District wanted to 
make sure that the time frame for payment allowed for weekends and holidays to be 
excluded.  Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the revision to Water Policy 
Manual Section 3.3.4 as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Work Order No. 1 with 
Northwest Corrosion Engineering for the Cathodic Protection System for Judy Reservoir 
to Mount Vernon Transmission Line Phase 1 Project.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that 
the project is a line item in the 2016 Budget.  Discussion ensued regarding various 
aspects of the project, including design, installation and the recommended contractor.  
Commissioner Robertson moved to approve Work Order No. 1 with Northwest Corrosion 
Engineering for the Cathodic Protection System for Judy Reservoir to Mount Vernon 
Transmission Line Phase 1 Project and to authorize the Interim General Manager to sign 
said Work Order on behalf of the District.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a recommendation to reject all 
bids for the WTP Chemical Feed System Replacement Project.  He stated that three bids 
were received for the project; however, the apparent low bidder submitted a notice of 
error regarding their bid, which was removed from consideration and deemed not 
awardable; the second and third bids were more than 15% above the engineer’s estimate 
and cannot be awarded.  He stated that staff will look at whether it is better to rebid now 
or wait until electrical contractors are more available.  Commissioner Robertson moved 
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to reject all WTP Chemical Feed System Replacement Project bids as recommended.  
The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu addressed the Division Street Tank and 
Booster Pump Station Project and the apparent low bidder.  He stated that original bids 
were opened on April 26 and the low bidders did not meet the District’s criteria; the bid 
criteria were revised and the project rebid with six bids submitted.  He stated that it 
appears McClure and Sons are the low bidder at nearly $377,000 lower than the original 
bids.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the District was not comfortable awarding the 
original bid, as it was not fair to other bidders, and it appears to have been a good strategy 
with the submittal of lower bids.  He stated that there will be a recommendation to award 
at an upcoming meeting. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that there is a copy of an article from 
the Skagit Valley Herald in Commission notebooks regarding the General Manager 
hiring process. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Tronsdal inquired about the General Manager 
Interview process regarding times; Community Relations Manager Tate replied that there 
is a meet and greet reception for the candidates at 4:00 PM on Monday and interviews are 
scheduled to begin at 9:00 AM on Tuesday. 

Mike Newman asked if the General Manager interviews will be open to the public and if 
there had been a press release; Community Relations Manager Tate replied a press 
release was submitted to the newspaper last week and the Commission panel interviews 
are open to the public.  Mr. Newman also commented on the computer system 
completion. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook commented on the General 
Manager interview process. 

Commissioner Littlefield stated he would be attending the meeting of the Public Utility 
Risk Management Services (PURMS) Insurance Board tomorrow.  He also reported 
receiving a phone call from a person who wanted to know why the Commission was 
rushing to hire a new manager and thought the Commission should wait until a new 
Commissioner is on board.  He stated that the caller did not give his name. 

Operations Manager Fox reported that the District was broken into yesterday at  
2:00 AM and items from the construction yard were stolen.  He stated that the thieves 
were caught and arrested and most of the stolen items have been recovered; however, it 
leads to another capital improvement project to increase security. 
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Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of June 7, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:37 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
  
Kim Carpenter 
Clerk of the Board 


